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c a common rogue/ who had intruded himself into the
ministry "by means of forged letters, and who had
been punished by a magistrate for clipping his Ma-
jesty's coin and selling it to the goldsmiths. Never-
theless, added the decree of the Synod, '"We do
license him to keep school and instruct youth!' At
the same Synod a canon was made concerning < the
immodest habits and fashions of men and women/
and both sexes were enjoined 'to keep modesty in
their hair.' In accordance with this canon, the pastor
of Montauban refused the communion to the wife and
daughter of Du Plessis because they refused to have
their hair cut. Lord Bacon was then at Montauban,
and suspecting that Madame Du Plessis had a design
upon him with her daughter's long hair, he took the
side of the pastor who censured the ' scandalous
excess in head-attire.?

The liberal theologians of the French Eeformed
Church showed an early dread of the National Synod.
Letters and petitions were sent to M. Thiers from the
liberal pastors and liberal consistories, setting forth
that the gift of the Republic would only be used as
an arm of oppression, to divide the Church, and to
hinder freedom of inquiry. The President answered
that he would treat them all with equity. If they
remained one Church, they would be acknowledged as
such by the Republic. If they divided, they would
both be acknowledged. The Minister of Worship
explained that it was impossible for the government
to take cognisance of the questions on which Pro-
testants were not agreed. His office was that of
sentinel of the law.